Currently, JGHF has two sources of funds: one is a share in the profits of JGH and the second is a return on managed investments in shares and other financial entities. These returns have increased in recent years and have enabled the Foundation to expand its support for the Asia-Pacific Digestive Week (APDW) and to initiate support for other educational and research activities. These activities are summarized as follows:
Support for APDW JGHF has been a sponsor for several activities including the Okuda and Marshall-Warren lectures that recognize individuals who have made substantial contributions in the fields of hepatology and gastroenterology, respectively. In addition, there is sponsorship for two emerging leaders (age < 45 years) with promising careers in either gastroenterology or hepatology. These sponsorship arrangements include an honorarium as well as reimbursement for airfares and accommodation. There are also travel grants that enable younger clinicians and scientists to attend APDW with a bias towards those who come from developing countries. A recent initiative, introduced at APDW 2015 in Taipei, is the Young Clinical Investigator Program that provides recipients of travel grants with a 1-day course focused on developing and publishing medical research. This course has been organized by Professor Rakesh Aggarwal and has been highly rated by the participants.
Support outside APDW
The Foundation has been pleased to support a number of other research and educational activities. These include a joint Fellowship with the Asian Pacific Association of Gastroenterology (APAGE) that provides funds to enable a young clinical or basic science research person to study for 12 months in an international (host) center. Short-term fellowships are also available for younger individuals to develop technical or research skills that will facilitate clinical or research projects in their country of origin. Another initiative is support for Consensus Meetings and Clinical Practice Guideline Meetings on topics relevant to gastroenterology and hepatology in Asia. Recent examples include topics such as inflammatory bowel disease, non-alcoholic fatty liver disease, treatment of Helicobacter pylori, and dietary management of gastrointestinal disorders.
Overview
In the recent years, the Foundation has been in a financial position to increase its support for a variety of initiatives that contribute to the development of gastroenterology and hepatology in the Asia Pacific region. These initiatives have been directed at increasing support for APDW as well as increasing support for other activities such as regional meetings that address important clinical practice issues such as those described above. In the foreseeable future, JGHF seems likely to continue to support the above programs including the development of JGH Open, perhaps with greater emphasis on clinical programs in low and low-middle income countries.
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